
Our agency acknowledges that we are located on Treaty 6 territory,
a traditional gathering place for Indigenous, Inuit and Metis
peoples including the Cree, Blackfoot, Nakota Sioux, Iroquois,
Dene, Ojibway/Saulteaux/Anishinaabe, and many others whose
histories, languages, and cultures continue to influence our vibrant
community.
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Message from the President & Executive Director 02

Susan Makale
BGCBigs Board President 

Liz O’Neill
BGCBigs Executive Director 

Sincerely,

The last year has challenged every single one of us. The global pandemic forced us into circumstances that required
adaptation and resilience. We’ve learned to cope with isolation, work remotely, and create virtual programs. We’ve
missed out on hugs and handshakes but we’ve learned to appreciate and value each other more deeply. If we’ve
learned one thing from this pandemic, it’s that the people in our community are looking out for one another. 
As we’ve considered the impact that prolonged isolation has had for many of our families, we’ve felt incredibly
supported by corporations, funders, donors, volunteer, and staff – all who have stepped forward to ask, “what do
you need?” and “how can we help?” Donations have been generous and solutions have been creative. It’s during
times of great adversity that we witness our strength of character, and what we have seen at BGCBigs has moved us
deeply.
We’re inspired by the thousands of volunteers that continued to show up for the kids and youth in our programs.
Thank you for shifting so seamlessly to virtual hangouts and socially distanced meet ups. Thank you for recognizing
that mentoring never stops, and for providing the support our kids needed now, more than ever. 
We wish to thank our staff who pivoted so quickly to ensure that families, youth, children, and volunteers all
continued to receive the support they needed. Thank you for creating solutions to address the problems we faced,
and for adapting programs to provide the best services possible. We appreciate your creativity, your flexibility, and
your optimism in spite of the hurdles placed in your way. Thank you for always showing up with good humour and
resilience. 
Thank you to our funders, donors, and community partners who have been with us every step of the way. When
initial lockdowns occurred, many of our families lacked the resources they needed to adapt to lockdowns and at
home school. Some of them experienced job loss, and food scarcity. All of them faced emotional uncertainty as virus
rates dropped and spiked.Our community partners such as the Family Centre, the Food Bank, and School Boards
rallied to provide resources and offer relief in any way they could for our families in need. Your support during
these unprecedented times has been invaluable and has shown us that supporting kids never stops. This past year
has taught us that we care for each other, no matter the circumstances. Thank you for affirming and re-affirming
your support for us time and time again. We express our sincerest thanks for your generosity, compassion, and
good faith in our programs and the people we serve.
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Board Members

Susan Makale (President)
Doug Ingersoll (Vice President)

Phillip Peters (Secretary/Treasurer)
Blake Shewchuk
Deborah Fisher
Leanne McFee
Mansur Bitar

Michelle Millard
Mike Morison

Nancy Reynolds
Sabrina Giordano
Susan Rockwood

Thomas Woodburn
Rick Zasada (Guest of the Board)

Erika Hudon-Kaide (Student Intern)

Finance Committee Members
Phillip Peters (Chair)

Blake Shewchuk
Christopher Franssen

Elizabeth Tkachuk
Jessie Lee

Jonathan Whitmore
 

Lobster Lovers Advisory Team
Sarah Chan (Co-Chair)

Rocky Amson (Co-Chair)
Adrianna Chiumento

Blake Hamilton
Deanne Friessen
Doug Ingersoll

Susan Rockwood
Rowena Cui

Governance Committee Members
Deborah Fisher (Chair)

Jan Butler
Leanne McFee
Maureen Cush
Susan Makale

Susan Rockwood

We express our overwhelming gratitude for all those who serve as
board members and committee members. Thank you for sharing

your time and talents with us. Your support is crucial to the
success of our agency, children, and families. 
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Golf Advisory Team
Heather McLeod (Chair)

AJ Keller
Jason Babichuk
Jason Samograd

Madisen Rayburn
Rick Zasada
Alanna Rast

Children's Circle Advisory Team
DeAnn Hunter (Co-Chair)
Amarjeet Sohi (Co-Chair)

Ashley Whiteman
Carole Kuypers
Dennis Goddard

Eric Storey
Louise Hayes

Sheena Wheadon
Tokunbo Adegbuyi

Victoria Britain
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who we AREwho we ARE BGCBigs is a community- supported organization committed to the healthy development of children,
youth and their families by providing safe places, positive relationships, services and opportunities to
develop personal strengths and interpersonal skills that enhance their long-term success in life. 

 

who we SERVEwho we SERVE

Agency Impact - MissionAgency Impact - Mission

Anti-Racism Statement
BGCBigs is dedicated to supporting thousands of children and youth across our communities that we serve.

Many of the young people we serve and the volunteers we support represent communities that are and have been affected by racism.

We are committed to the ending of the societal and systemic racism that has been built upon years of complacency and acceptance of the status quo.

Racism simply cannot be tolerated in any form, in any way.

Three of our core values - Belonging, Respect, and Speaking Out - are central to our approach of inclusion in our organization. It is imperative that we
work hard to take responsibility to lead, and to help demolish the inequities that racism has created.

Our goal at BGCBigs is to ensure that our children, youth, and families are supported to have access to opportunity.

Our youth have the right to be full participants in society and to walk without fear of racism.

We cannot stand by - we will have the difficult conversations and open dialogue that are necessary to move forward to build a just society for all.

We at BGCBigs are committed to being an active part of the solution.
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3,400+3,400+
2020-2021

CHILDREN & YOUTH SERVED

1,300+1,300+
2020-2022

VOLUNTEERS GAVE THEIR TIME

120+120+
STAFF



06 ANNUAL REPORT | 2020-2021

CHILDREN WITH A
MENTOR ARE

Social-Emotional Competence through
Relationship skills
Social awareness

Responsible decision making
Self-management

Self-awareness
 

Mental Health & Well Being through
Positive identity 
Mental wellness

Social inclusion & empowerment
 

Educational Engagement & Employment Readiness
through

School connectedness
Commitment to learning

Enhanced constructive use of time

27% less likely to start using  alcohol

46% less likely to start using drugs

37% less likely to skip a class

52% less likely to miss school

78% of formers "littles" or mentees who
came from a social assistance

background don't rely on social
assistance as adults.

Mentoring
Improves

Changing Lives - One at a Time



The Children’s Circle is a devoted and caring group of people who see the potential in our children and youth and want to offer
them the best possible chances for success. We honour those who have included BGCBigs in their estate plans with a future gift

or have made an outright gift to our Endowment Fund. Thank you for entrusting us with your legacy. It truly takes only one
person to make a difference in the life of child, and your generosity is making a difference for many. 
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Testimonial from a Millennial Legacy  Donor

The minimum donation to start an endowment family fund is $10,000 a
number which our donor wasn’t able to give immediately.  The  Edmonton
Community Foundation provides a platform for anyone to give over time –
allowing up to 10 years to make the minimum donation before the interest
is paid out to her recipient charities. 

For her 30th birthday she began raising money in small amounts every
month so that within the next 10 years she would reach her initial goal of
$10,000, and a portion of that  money would go back to BGCBigs. 6 years
later, two weeks after her 36th birthday, she received a letter from the
Edmonton Community Foundation saying that she had had surpassed her
initial goal of $10,000! She couldn’t believe it! She shares,
 
“Today, my fund is over $10,000 and no longer emerging. It’s real. Interest
will go out every year to support my community. And this will continue to
happen FOREVER, long after I’m gone. And I will support future
generations. That’s what matters.”

https://bit.ly/Children-Circle-2021
If you’re interested in being a Children Circle Member, email

Danisha.bhaloo-shivji@bgcbigs.ca.

https://bit.ly/Children-Circle-2021
mailto:danisha.bhaloo-shivji@bgcbigs.ca


For the past 5 years, BGCBigs, along with many other All in For

Youth (AIFY) partners and stakeholders, have worked tirelessly to

ensure that children and families with complex needs in vulnerable

school communities have access to wrap around school based-

supports. In the last year, we have adapted in order to continue

providing services and supports amidst the pandemic. Many of the

partnered Corporate mentoring programs moved to supporting kids

in a virtual capacity. We shifted our recruitment efforts in order to

recruit volunteers who could support children and youth virtually

via a Virtual tutoring, mentoring, or reading math, and  children and

youth previously involved in in-person out of school time

programming moved to virtual programming after school as well as

in person support groups at recess and during lunch time blocks. It

has become very apparent over the past year, that the need to

remain resilient and versatile as restrictions and guidelines

fluctuated. We are always striving to be sure that we are offering

support to children and youth in the best ways to ensure that they

received what is most needed, in the safest way.  Thank you to

United Way of Alberta Capital Region and The Family Centre for this

important partnership in our community.
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Family Resource Networks (FRNs) provide prevention and early

intervention services and supports for children 0 - 18 years of age.

Networks provide a range of services and supports that focus on

strengthening parenting and caregiving knowledge, social

support, coping and problem-solving skills, access to community

supports and resources, improving child and youth development,

building resiliency, and fostering well-being. Through a hub and

spoke model of service delivery, services are provided in

geographic areas and in various cultural communities across the

Greater Edmonton Area. BGCBigs has a total of 6 spokes with the

Edmonton and Area Family Resource Networks, to which we

provide Youth Mentoring as a service, including Sherwood

Park/Strathcona, Stony Plain/Spruce Grove/Parkland County,

Edmonton North Central, Edmonton West, Edmonton Southeast,

and New Canadian, Immigrant, and Refugee services.  Thank you

to the Government of Alberta for your continued funding for our

children and families. 

Family Resource NetworksFamily Resource Networks  
  

All in for YouthAll in for Youth
  



Over the past year, our agency has worked in partnership with the staff at Bent Arrow to provide

thought leadership and skills enhancement to our staff, volunteers, children and families. Our

organization recognizes that reconciliation is not an end itself but a process of change that is

needed in our city. We have been fortunate enough to have Bent Arrow leading us to design

meaningful and relevant service delivery that addresses the needs of Indigenous youth in our city.

With their support, we have begun conversations, relationships and partnerships within the

Indigenous community and organizations to ensure that we are creating culturally appropriate

services and ensuring sustainability in our practices.

In 2020, BGCBigs served 770 Indigenous children and youth in our mentoring and after school

programs and we have 52 indigenous mentors in our agency. Our hope is that our children become

active, productive, financially self-sufficient members of society, and that they pursue further

education, have healthy family and social relationships, and are contributing citizens.  
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Every year, BGC Canada hosts “Kids Food Nation,” a national recipe contest in which kids across the

country share their love of good food by submitting original, healthy recipes that highlight their culture of

their Canadian Pride. From hundred of entries, 26 winning recipes are chosen. 

We were thrilled when Dongdao Xio, one of our Duggan club members, was selected as the winner of Kids

Food Nation Recipe 2020! As part of his prize, Dongdao received a tablet, a recipe stand with a pen, a

marble cutting board, a KFN Chef’s jacket, a KFN apron, KFN cooking utensils, a set of Cooking Class

Recipe Cards, a KFN notebook, and a BGCC Tote Bag. The day he received his prize he cooked for the whole

family. BGCBigs is grateful for the programs we have that inspire kids to chase their dreams. Dongdao

can’t wait to attend the Virtual Cooking Class hosted by National later this year, to learn more about what

it takes to be a master chef. 

Dongdao Xio, Duggan club member 
and Kid Food Nation Winner 2020

Indigenous Education and ReconciliationIndigenous Education and Reconciliation

Kid Food NationKid Food Nation
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Stollery Foundation

Over the past year, we have had to respond quickly to the new challenges each and every one of us is facing, and we have been adapting quickly to the
needs of our community. We have been amazed at how quickly we have been able to pull together our efforts with all of our partners and for that we

thank each of them.

This past December we were so grateful to be the charity of choice for
Bell Media’s Toy Mountain campaign presented by Trail Appliance. This
year’s Toy Mountain Donations raised a total of 3,360 toys and $16,017 in
gift card donations. This holiday season was a very unique one and with
the support of Toy Mountain we were able to deliver over 2,000 toys to
children and their families. Thank you to all those who provided
donations. Your generosity will not be soon forgotten as children and
families received the priceless gift of kindness. 

Thank You...You were there for Us

Toy Mountain
We wish to express our sincere gratitude to the Stollery for their
generous donation of $80,000 annually for 3 years to increase capacity
and innovate our Volunteer Recruitment, Leadership, Fund
Development, and Digital Transformation efforts. Through this support,
we have partnered with Volunteer Alberta on an research report on the
“Future of Volunteerism” to help us better meet the needs of our
volunteers and our children in the future. In addition, we are working
with United Way of Alberta Capital Region and Edmonton Chamber of
Voluntary Organizations on an environmental scan of the Future of
Fundraising in Edmonton. We are also re-designing our website, the
first place of contact for our children, families, volunteers and donors, as
part of our Digital Transformation Strategy. Lastly, we are intentionally
creating a leadership framework to build capacity of our frontline staff
within our agency to ensure they grow as leaders within the social
impact sector. 
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Meet a MatchMeet a Match
The Herman family enjoyed outdoor activities and spending time exploring their community, so when their mom, Kyrie, began experiencing sudden
and unexplainable health complications, their active lifestyle changed significantly. Many exhaustive and often disappointing doctor’s appointments
later, Kyrie was finally diagnosed with a rare genetic connective tissue disorder called Ehlers Danlos Syndrome.
As a spectrum disorder, Ehlers Danlos Syndrome can have a myriad of symptoms that fluctuate in severity every day, which makes it a difficult and
unpredictable illness to manage. As the Herman family struggled to come to terms with this new diagnosis, Kyrie decided to apply for a Big for her
two children, Cadence and Holden, in the hopes that they would be matched with caring mentors who could provide them with the active lifestyle
they had been missing and a listening ear as they navigated new and sometimes upsetting circumstances.
Cadence (13), was matched to Shaundra, a caring and compassionate business owner and student. During their very first meeting, the connection was
instantaneous. Together, they have done escape rooms, trampoline parks, visited the corn maze, and gone for milkshakes. Cadence loves having
someone to talk to and has relied on Shaundra as a support system and friend.
Early in their match, Cadence was also diagnosed with Ehlers Danlos, and as her symptoms worsened, she was often required to use a wheelchair.
Kyrie was nervous that Shaundra would feel overwhelmed by the diagnosis and the complications involved, but her fears were soon put to rest.
Shaundra has proven to be reliable and caring, which is something that Cadence especially appreciates as her peers are often less understanding. She
tells me that having a mentor is “just someone I can go out with… it’s like a friend, but better!”
Cadence has been especially inspired by Shaundra, who is a business owner and has experience working in healthcare. Cadence wants to become a
doctor someday, and Shaundra has helped her start working towards those goals. Shaundra feels similarly inspired. They were matched when
Cadence received the Ehlers Danlos diagnosis, and so Shaundra has been a witness to the slow progression of the illness. Through it all, Shaundra has
been moved by her Little’s resilience and positive outlook. Even as challenges come her way, Cadence holds firm to her plans for a fulfilling and hope-
filled future.
Recently, Holden (9) was diagnosed with benign Hypermobility syndrome, a precursor for Ehlers Danlos Syndrome. His Big, Rebecca, has also
supported him through this experience. For a school project, Holden wrote about Rebecca and shared that she was “the best thing that happened to
him last summer.” Holden and Rebecca have enjoyed connecting over their shared love of movies – Rebecca has acted in the past and so Holden loves
learning about her experience in the film industry. They go for walks, play catch outside, and have visited the corn-maze. They enjoy going for ice-
cream and just visiting.
Both Shaundra and Rebecca have been major supports through various hospital visits and doctor’s appointments. Kyrie feels incredibly grateful for
the community-based program which has given her children something to look forward to and provided outlets as they navigate their health journey.
Their family has been deeply impacted by the mentorship program, and it has changed their lives for the better.



Government Funding
38.5%

Grants
29.5%

Donations/Fundraising
29%

Misc.
2%

Interest
1%

Direct Program & Delivery
79.6%

Other
12.1%

Facilities
6.6%

Volunteer Recruitment
0.9%

2018 2019 2020

8 

6 

4 

2 

0 

Revenue Expenses

7.4 Million 7.5 Million 7.6 Million

Support to BGCBigs *Our detailed Audited Financial Statements are
available on our website for anyone who wants more

information.
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DONORS (THANK YOU)
Daniel Acheson 
John Achilles 
Alberta Health Services 
Alberta Knights of Columbus Charitable Foundation 
Alberta School Employee Benefit Plan 
Lorna&bruno Allain 
Jordan Anderson 
Nicole Anderson 
Ms. Patricia Anderson 
Anonymous Anonymous 
Appleyard Foundation 
ATCO Gas EPIC 
Atco Ltd 
Aurora Middle School 
Automated Aquatics 
Mrs. Zenaida Banton 
Joan Barber 
Ms. Colleen Bayley 
Karen Bedingfield 
Jon Been 
Bell Media 
Mr. Ian Bennett 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Canada 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Saskatoon 
Mansur Bitar 
Mr. Jonathan Blackman 
Stephen Bolton 
Boys and Girls Clubs of Canada 
Candice Brian 
Matthew Brown 
Ms. Diane Buchan 
Butler Family Foundation 
Mr. Paul Callaghan 
Ervine Callin 
Mr Imaging Corp. Canada Diagnostic Centres 

Canadian Online Giving Foundation 
Canadian Tire Corporation 
Canadian Western Bank 
Ms. Dorothy Card 
Mr. Peter Carter 
Hilary Chan 
Mrs. Nancy Chan 
Charitable Impact Foundation 
Charities Aid Foundation of Canada 
Ken Charlebois 
Catherine Charney 
Mr. Andre Charrois 
Peter & Florence Cheung 
Joanne Christie 
City of Edmonton, Community Services 
FCSS City of St. Albert 
CKNW Kids' Fund 
Ken and Patty Cleall 
ClearStream Energy Holdings Ltd. Partnership 
Angela Clyburn 
CN Rail 
Marta Collier 
Community Foundations of Canada 
Community Information and Volunteer Center 
Jeanette and Gerry Connelly 
Robert and Catherine Copeland 
Ms. Carrie Creaser 
Mrs. Kathryn Cross 
Jessica Culo 
Ms. Deanna Currie 
Mrs. Isabelle Darcovich 
Anonymous
Maria David-Evans 
Carolyn Davies 
Mr. Zac Davis 

William Daye 
Josee Devaney 
Nancy Dewald 
Ms. Amy Dixon 
Mrs. Tami Doblanko 
Cheryl Doty 
Drader Manufacturing Industries Ltd. 
Mr. Tristan Drozdiak 
Mrs. Kathy Dudycz 
Ian and Lynne Duncan 
Mr. Steven Duong 
Mr. William Dushenski 
Ms. Angela Edgington 
Edmonton 2001 Charitable Society 
Edmonton Community Foundation 
Edmonton Millwoods Lions Club 
Edmonton Public School Board 
Edmonton School District No. 7 
Edmonton Seniors Coordinating Council 
Ms. Louise Edwards 
Mr. Robert Eisenbart 
Elka Eisenzimmer 
Epcor Utilities Inc 
Mr. Errol Erickson 
Mr. Murat Erinal 
The Family Centre of Northern Alberta 
Ms. Tarah Fardy 
Mr. Chris Faucher 
FCSS FCSS Spruce Grove 
Daryl Fenrich 
Anoushka Fernandes 
Deborah Fisher 
William and Darlene Fletcher 
Isabel Fodor 
Mr. Norman Fong 
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DONORS Cont.
Mr. Brian Fowler 
Danuta Fowler 
Melissa Francis 
Frank J. Flaman Foundation 
Valerie Frattin 
Mrs. Shelley Gallant 
Rose Ginther 
Sabrina Giordano 
Dennis Goddard 
Frances & Kenneth Gossell 
Government of Alberta 
Government of Canada 
Lewis Neil Gower 
Neil Gower 
Mel Grant 
Ms. Kulwant Grewal 
Ms. Louise Gunn 
Mr. Sig Guse 
Mrs. Diana Hamilton 
Mrs. S Hanna 
Mrs. Holly Hardeman 
Mrs. Karen Harris 
Ryan Hauer 
Lois Hawkins 
Louise Hayes 
Heartland Alliance Church 
Mrs. Marilyn Heise 
Alejandra Hernandez 
Joy Higgins 
Mr. Corey Hill 
Mr. David Hill 
Mrs. Kelly Hillier 
Mr. Michael Hladun 
Hockey Education Reaching Out Society 
Mr. Sean Holmkvist 

Ms. Candice Holt 
Ms. Dayna Honey 
Mr. HSBC 
Kaeli Husak 
Gord Hyatt 
Immigration Refugee and Citizenship Canada (Ircc) 
Doug Ingersoll 
Italian Centre Shop Ltd. 
Kathryn Ivany 
Mr. Don Iveson 
Mrs. Debra Jansen 
Ms. Marley Jaxx 
Dawna Jensen 
Ms. Erika John 
Mr. Danny Kay 
Mr. Terry Keefe 
Mr. Michael Keizer 
Mr. Bryce Keller 
Mrs. Nadine Kern 
Kyle Kilback 
The Kin Club of Fort Edmonton 
Elina Komusidi 
Ms. Vera Kornelsen 
Ms. Sheree Kwong See 
Yolande Labbe 
Lac La Biche County 
Elizabeth Lakeman 
Grant Lakeman 
Bonnie Lakusta 
Mr. Sing-Chi Lam 
Ms. Paula Lambert 
Mrs. Sherry Lantz-Cooper 
Mrs. Cindy Laporte 
Kyle Larson 
Mr. Danny Leblanc 

Ledcor Construction Ltd. 
Marina Lehner 
Ms. Karen Lemke 
Ms. Carmen Linarez 
Ms. Tara Lindell 
Loblaws Inc 
Wesley Logan 
Mr. Lorne Lopatka 
Mr. Mark Lowry 
Nick M 
Stephen & Laura MacDonald 
Mr. C. Ross Mackenzie 
Mr. Mark Makarewich 
Mrs. Carol Malko 
Nancy Man 
Stephen & Lynn Mandel 
Cami Manson 
Robert and Carrie Markowski 
Mr. Nikolai Martchenko 
Dave Martin 
Jason Martin 
Mr. Martin Deerline 
Mastermind LP 
Ms. Kristy Mauracher 
Mr. Leo Mazur 
Ms. Loretta McDermot 
Gerard McInnis 
Erica McKenzie 
William or Danice McKenzie 
Averie and Carman McNary 
Mr. Jody McNeill 
Mr. Gordon McTavish 
Joan Meechan 
Ms. Kaylie Mellen 
Ms. Lauren Mercer 
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DONORS Cont.
Ms. Francine Mercier 
Tim Meyer 
Cheryl Miller 
Sheila Miller 
Millwoods Presidents Council 
Ms. Gail Minty 
Mrs. Geneva Moore 
Mr. Paul Moret 
Mrs. Beatrice Morison 
Mrs. Jennifer Mork 
Diane Motkoski 
Colby Motley 
Ms. Rhonda Murphy 
Mrs. Bonnie Myer 
Becca Myhre 
John Nanos 
Mrs. Huong Nguyen 
Heather Nickolchuk 
Nancy Norman 
North Sun Ultra Challenge 
Northbridge Financial Corporation 
Mr. Daniel O'Brien 
Odvod Publishing Inc. 
Wesley Oginski 
Mr. Larry Ohlmann 
Ms. Elizabeth O'Neill 
Ontario Teachers Insurance Plan 
Mrs. Ruth-Ann Pagliaroli 
Mrs. Marie Anne Paiement 
Palix Foundation 
Mrs. Joanna Parker 
Mr. Shane Paszko 
Dave Patterson 
Sunshine Pawchuk 
Paypal Giving Fund Canada 

Mrs. VI Pearce 
Ms. Ricki Petch 
Taylor Phillips 
Murray L M Phimester 
Donna Pickle 
Mr. Steve Pointer 
Mrs. Darlene Pon 
President's Choice Children's Charity 
Mr. Yanick Proulx 
Ms. Simi Rai 
Mr. Sean Rayner 
REACH Edmonton Council 
Florence Reid 
Kathy Reid 
Ms. Nancy Reid 
Renew Crew Foundation 
Tom Richards 
Wes Riding 
Kristin Ritchie 
Jane Robarts 
Karen Robb 
Robert Rosen C/O City Lumber Corporation 
Susan Rockwood 
Melissa Ronda 
Rotary Club of Morinville 
Robert Roy 
Alexandra Rydz 
Greg Sasaki 
Mr. Rod and Sharen Scammell 
Alex Scheuerman 
D. Schlodder 
Mr. Sheldon Schreiber 
Sharon Scott 
Second Harvest Food Support Committee 
Ms. Shawna Sekulich 

Patricia Semeniuk 
Mrs. Lee-Anna Semenyna 
Shanda Seraphin 
Tyler Shannon 
Shaw Charity Classic Foundation 
Mr. Michael Sheret 
Mr. Blake Shewchuk 
Mr. Shaft Shit 
Eric Shopland 
Zohaib Siddiqi 
Mr. Eryck Silva 
Mr. Wylie Simmonds 
Mr. Brydon Paul Simpson 
Mrs Brune Sinneave 
Mr. Jeff Sinnott 
Mr. Aaron Skaley 
Skills Society Supporting the Citizenship of People
with Disabilities 
Mr. Walter Slopianka 
Guy Smith 
Ms. Cynthia Soneff 
Ms Marion Sotski 
Spartan Controls Ltd 
Anonymous
Conrad St Jean 
St. Thomas Anglican Church 
Mr. Marc Steenhuisen 
Stenabaugh Foundation 
Sterling Lifestyle Solutions 
Sandra Steven 
Mr. Brian Stevens 
Leslie Stewart 
Stollery Charitable Foundation 
Eric Storey 
Paul Storrier 
Mr. Robert Strashok 
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DONORS Cont.
Strategic Charitable Giving Foundation 
Strathcona County 
Richard Stratton 
Bronwyn Swanson 
Karen Sware 
Ms. Esther Tack 
Taking It Global 
Joan Tandy 
Jean Tarr 
Judith Taylor 
Mr. Kevin Taylor 
TD Bank (It All Starts With Me Grant) 
Telus Community Investment 
Jewell Tetreau 
Mr. Jay Thanki 
The Bank of Nova Scotia Trust Company 
The Canada Life Assurance Company 
Allison Thiele 
Mr. Duncan Topley 
Mr. Rob Toshack 
Ringo Trivia 
Dennis Turyk 
Mr. Alex and Beth Tutschek 
Doug Tweddle 
United Way of Calgary and Area 
United Way of the Alberta Capital Region 
Mrs. Trisha Vanbocquestal 
Compton Vigilance 
Chelsey Vokey 
Mr. Yau Bong Wai 
Ms. Waterplay Solutions 
The Wawanesa Mutual Insurance Company 
Mr. Brad Webster 
Jon & Margaret Werkman 
Grace Whitehouse 

Scott Wilkinson 
Ms. Jean - Williams 
Verlyn Willson 
Dean & Carrie Wilmot 
Mrs. Patricia Wilson 
Sam Wong 
Crystal Wood 
Rick Woolsey 
Brenda Wright 
Jack Wright 
Andy Wuestner 
Mr. Eugene Yuen 
Mr. Rick Zasada 
Mr. Michael Zelmer 



17VOLUNTEERS - THANK YOU
A.J Keller, Aaron Hoyland, Aaron Joseph, Aaron Schmidt, Aaron Wray, Aarti Sharma, Abel Paulos, Abi Reghuram, Abigail Lidster, Abigail Marschall, Abigail Ness, Abigail Sooknarine, Abra Dykstra, Adam Badry, Adam Choudhary, Adam Fransoo, Adam Keehn, Adam Oake, Adam Oleksy, Adrianna Chiumento, Aj
Nage, Akari Fujimoto-Hoekman, Akashdeep Sekhon, Akhil Aggarwal, Alana Enders, Alana Loutan, Alana Schulte, Alanna Rast, Alex Dunn, Alex Durham, Alex Jap, Alex Rowsom, Alex Seibel, Alexander Beke, Alexander Kozicki, Alexander Milne, Alexandra Hulme, Alexandra Kulbaba, Alexandra Leclerc, Alexandra
Schimpf, Alexandra Yeremy, Alexandria Mix, Alicia Boulton, Alicia Macdonald, Alisar Barake, Alixandria Horwill, Allan Morrison, Allana Griesheimer, Allecia Mcavoy, Allison Brett, Allison Poirier, Allison Purdon, Allison Schmahl, Alyssa Monks, Alyssa Sanders, Amanda Bennett, Amanda Hepp, Amanda Knack,
Amanda Nower, Amanda Sawatzky, Amanda Torres, Amanda Wesley, Amani El-Halabi, Amber Coates, Amber Hutscal, Amberlie Hedstrom, Amelia St Amand, Amélie Gladu, Amie Paananen, Aminah Saleem, Amine Arman Hernandez, Ammar Alaghbari, Amna Al-Jawher, Amrit Gill, Amy Dixon, Amy Foley, Amy
Pranszka, Amy Shaigec, Ana Perdomo, Anastasia Romanowski, Andrea Beer, Andrea Pon, Andrea Prior, Andrea Ruff, Andrew Boitchenko, Andrew Bruce, Andrew Lam, Andrew Lee, Andrew Mason, Andy Huynh, Angel Brasok, Angel Govereh, Angela Duffy, Angela Moreno, Angelene Myers, Anika Mamun, Anisha
Jairath, Anita Lakusta, Anita Naicker, Anja Nel, Anjou Bhullar, Anna Bailey, Anna Kessler, Anna Lugg, Anna Rovang, Anna Szczur, Anna Wright, Anna-Louise Reid, Anne Jarman, Anne Richards, Annie Coykendall, Annika Calkins, Annika Keith, Anthony Hennig, Anthony Summers, April Angelica Ramirez, April
Lam, Ariel Zimmermann, Arielle Laforest, Aroob Qureshi, Arwa Elhag-Idris, Ash Hariharan, Asha Lal, Asha Marshall, Ashlene Pillay, Ashley Brewer, Ashley Hajjar, Ashley Marshall, Ashley Pacaud, Ashley Svitich, Ashmeen Aneja, Ashton Wallace, Ashwin Anand, Asma Hamid, Atridad Lahiji, Austin Fisher, Austin
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Youth Employment
Zach describes himself as having been a shy kid, quiet and unassuming.

That is, until he decided to stretch himself and get out of his comfort

zone. During his grade eleven year Zach attended Teen Takeover, a Job

Readiness Fair organized by BGCBigs and hosted at a local high-school.

He listened to panelists talk about their respective industries, attended

classes geared towards improving job readiness, and signed up to receive

emails from BGCBigs about employment opportunities and interviews.

He walked away feeling empowered, and was even hired later that

summer by BGCBigs to work as a “Summer Junior Leader.” Since then,

Zach has continued to receive support through our Youth Employment

Program. He attended career events, gained job readiness skills, and

interviewed professionals to learn more about their industry. 

Since graduating, Zach has decided to pursue nursing through the LPN

program offered at NorQuest College. He hopes to work with kids, and

credits his experience as a Summer Junior Leader as showing him how

much he enjoys working with children. He’s grateful for the

opportunities the Youth Employment Program has provided for him,

stating, “I would recommend this program to everyone!”

With the help of generous partners like the Edmonton Community

Foundation, 48 youth have received jobs, and over 230 others have

received job readiness training and instruction. While Zach has increased

his job readiness skill set, his confidence has also grown. He says “before

the program if I had an interview, my heart would just drop. It was nerve-

wracking, but after doing the program I am more confident, and I don’t

even think I would be nervous now.” We hope all youth who attend our

program can experience this kind of confidence and hope for the future.
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Big Sister  Miranda has put in a lot of effort to connect with her Little

Sister Ella. She started researching mental health and LGBTQ so that

she could better connect with, support, and understand her Little,

who identifies with the LGBTQ community. Miranda has been

educating herself about gender identity too so that her Little would

feel safe and supported by her. When Match Facilitators checked in

with Ella’s parents, they received a glowing report. Ella’s parents are

so grateful for Miranda and her influence in Ella’s life. They have

seen the positive impact that mentoring has had in their child as Ella

has become more accepting of herself and grown in self-confidence.

Ella’s mom said, “this is a match from heaven.” 

*names have been changed

Meet a Match
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OUR PARTNERSOUR PARTNERS Thanks to the following organizations
for distinguishing themselves through
their generous support of Boys & Girls

Clubs Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Edmonton & Area
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